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The Caravan of Humanity is on the March
yf the future peace of the world is to be maintained, it will not be
JL sufficient merely to erect an institution for the purpose of settling
international disputes after they have arisen ; it will be necessary to
devise an instrument of government which will deal with the causes
and sources of disputes. The need is there, and the end of the Great
War has brought an unequalled opportunity for dealing with it.
For not only are men's minds prepared for the new peaceful order,
but the sweeping away of the imperial systems of Europe leaves the
space vacant which the new institution must occupy. The need,
political and psychological, is imperative ; the opportunity is unique ;
and only the blindness of statesmen could now prevent the coming of
the new institution which will, more than anything else, recescile the
people to the sufferings they have endured in this war. It will be the
only fitting monument to our heroic dead. It will be the great
response to the age-long cry from the human heart for Peace on earth,
Goodwill among men. It will nobly embody and express the univer-
sal spirit which must heal the deep self-inflicted wounds of humanity.
And it must be the wise regulator, the steadying influence, in the
forward movement now set going among the nations of the earth.
For there is no doubt that mankind is once more on the move.
The very foundations have been shakened and loosened, and things
are again fluid. The tents have been struck, and the great caravan
of humanity is once more on its march. Vast social and industrial
changes are coming—perhaps upheavals which may, in their magni-
tude and effects, be comparable to war itself. A steadying, con-
trolling, regulating influence will be required to give stability to
progress, and to remove that wasteful friction which has dissipated
so much social force in the past, and in this war more than ever before.
These great functions could only be adequately fulfilled by the League
of Nations. Responding to such vital needs and coming at such a
unique opportunity in history, it may well be destined to mark a
new era in the government of man, and become to the peoples the
guarantee of peace, to the workers of all races the great international,
and to all the embodiment and living expression of the moral and
spiritual unity of the human race.
From General Smuts''s plan for a League of Nations,
written for the Allies in the last weeks of the war
A Thousand Ages
m
ay our Lord
Live for a thousand ages
Until the pebbles
Become a rock
Overgrown with moss.
A Japanese National Anthem, 1000 years old

